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the Kacharis. They stand, enormous blocks of sand-
stone in four rows six yards apart, sixteen in each
row, those at the ends being ten to twelve feet, the
centre four being fifteen to seventeen feet high. The
two rows to the east are shaped not unlike gigantic
" lingam " stones, the two western ones taking the
shape of a V, and are said to be evidences of Phallic
worship. The tops of the latter have deep slots
cut into them, pointing to their having possibly
supported a roof ; but whether the roof of a temple
or of a covered way to a temple long since crumbled
away, it is impossible to say. All the stones are
elaborately carved with representations of birds,
animals, spear heads, and this must have been done
after the stones were set up, as the nearest places
from which the stone could have been quarried are
some ten miles off in the gorge near Nichuguard,
and the carving would have been badly damaged in
transit. In Lord Curzon's time, whose interest for
ancient remains is well known, these fallen and
cracked monoliths have been set up in their places,
the broken pieces secured with iron bands, and the
surrounding ground completely cleared and fenced
in for their preservation. Further clearing inside the
fort has revealed a smaller set of similar stones
less elaborately carved, and one solitary giant stone
some twenty feet high. In the vicinity of Dimapur
are two enormous and deep tanks, one being over
300 yards on each face, with high banks, on one of
which, up to 1901, stood the old rest-house looking
over the fine sheet of water away to the Naga hills.
It is said that ten other tanks are known of in this
locality, all dating from the early Kachari days. At